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U ARCTIC 30: Port Colborne Greenpeace activist not yet ready to address media 

GIUSEPPE VALIANTE 

QMIAgency 

PORT COLBORNE - Paul 
Ruzycki is now at home catch¬ 
ing up with family members. 

The Greenpeace activist 
from Port Colborne who was 
Jailed in Russia for 101 days 
following a September dem¬ 
onstration at an Arctic oil¬ 
drilling platform returned to 
Canada Friday evening. 

Fellow Canadian Alexandre 
Paul arrived in Montreal Fri¬ 
day afternoon. 

Frank Ruzycki at about 8:45 
p.m. Friday tweeted a photo 
of his brother with the cap¬ 
tion “What a long, strange trip 
it’s been.” 

Paul Ruzycki didn't address 
the media on Friday, saying 
through a statement from 
Greenpeace that he wanted 
to spend time with his fam- 

A request for an interview 
Saturday was politely declined 
by his sister, Path Stirling, also 
of Port Colborne. 

Paul Ruzycki of Port Colborne gets a kiss from his sister Patti Stirling as he arrives at Pearson International Airport in Toronto on Friday evening. Ruzycki was 
See Greenpeace Page 2 one of 30 Greenpeace activists held in Russia for 101 days. 
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GREENPEACE 

Montrealer 
critical of Foreign 
Affairs Ministry 


“Paul is taking several days 
to catch up on family and get 
his life back. 1 am sending him 
all requests for interviews," 
she wrote in an e-mail. 

“It will not be this week¬ 
end. He is exhausted as you 
can well imagine. We'll be in 
touch when he's ready to talk 

’The two Canadians were 
among 30 activists arrested 
and charged with piracy in 
September after they were 
intercepted at the state-owned 
Gazprom oil facility while try¬ 
ing to raise awareness about 
the environmental dangers of 
drilling in Arctic waters and to 
the fossil-fuel industry's role 
in creating greenhouse gases. 

The charges were later 
reduced to hooliganism 
before the activists this month 
were given amnesty by Rus¬ 
sian legislators. 

Paul landed at Montreal’s 
Trudeau airport just before 
3:30 p.m. on Friday. Minutes 
later, he approached report¬ 


ers and said he was disap¬ 
pointed” because he felt the 
Canadian government didn’t 
do enough to secure his 

He said he was particu¬ 
larly disappointed in what he 
called the inaction of Foreign 
Affairs Minister John Baird. 

Paul credited the lobby¬ 
ing of human rights organi¬ 
zations, foreign governments, 
as well as the potential for 
bad publicity during the Win¬ 
ter Olympic Games, as rea¬ 
sons the Russian government 
released the activists. 

“I want to thank the Olym¬ 
pic Committee for award¬ 
ing the games to Sochi, that's 
probably one of the biggest 
reasons I was liberated,” he 
said. 

QMI Agency was unable to 
reach the department of For¬ 
eign Affairs for comment on 

- with files from The Tribune’s Greg 
Furminger and QMI Agency’s Nicole 



IWTTEIt/QMI AGENCY 

Paul Ruzycki, left, celebrates his return to Canada on Friday 
with unidentified family members shown in this Twitter photo. 


I INDUSTRY: Trade magazine reports Toronto company relocating to Rose City in the spring 



ALLAN BENNER/QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 

The former Henniges building will be home to a new rubber plant, moving to Welland from Toronto at the end of March. 


Rubber-making to 
return to Welland 


ALLAN BENNER 

QMI Agency Niagara 

The rubber industry could 
be bouncing back in Welland. 

By the end of March, 
Toronto-based rubber com¬ 
pound manufacturer Infin¬ 
ity Rubber Technology Group 
Inc. will be moving its oper¬ 
ations to the former site of 
Henniges Automotive, creat¬ 
ing about 70 jobs in the proc- 

The move was announced 
last week in a story published 
in the Rubber News, a U.S.- 
based rubber-industry trade 
magazine, based on an inter¬ 
view with the company’s vice- 
president of sales and market¬ 
ing Tom Lennox. Company 
representatives could not be 
reached Monday. 

Welland economic devel¬ 
opment officer Dan Degazio 
credited the property owner, 
Waterloo-based environmen¬ 


tal development company 
Blueforest Ventures, with 
bringing the industry to the 

He said representatives of 
Blueforest have been work¬ 
ing with the city for more than 
two years to prepare the prop¬ 
erty for new tenants. 

Although a fire in August 
2012 severely damaged sev¬ 
eral buildings which were 
later demolished, Degazio 
said Infinity Rubber will move 
into the remaining 8,361 
square metres of buildings at 
the south end of the 7.6-hec- 
tare property on Kennedy St. 
— home to rubber-making 
factories since 1921. 

When it closed the plant in 
fall 2011, Henniges removed 
much of the rubber-making 
equipment that was there. But 
Degazio said the company 
left behind the large machin¬ 
ery needed for mixing rubber, 
which will be likely be utilized 


by the new company. 

Degazio used to work for 
the rubber plant before join¬ 
ing the city's economic devel¬ 
opment office more than a 
decade ago. 

"I worked right in that mix¬ 
ing department,” he said. “I 
had a lot of good friends who 
worked in that plant and it 
was hard to see the plant 
close. Now that it's reopening, 
I hope a lot of those people 
can go back and maybe finish 
out their careers there.” 

Degazio said he suspects 
most of the people the com¬ 
pany hires will be from this 

“There are a lot of local guys 
who used to work at the plant 
who are still familiar with the 
facility, so that’s a good thing, 
too,” he said. 

Mayor Barry Sharpe said 
the new company will not 
replace all the 300-plus jobs 
lost when Henniges closed. 


but “any vacant factory that 
can be brought back to a pro¬ 
ductive use and creates jobs 
for this area is a big plus." 

“It’s great news for Welland,” 
said Welland Development 
Commission chairman David 
McLeod. 

He said the company’s 
move from Toronto fits in with 
the message the commission 
has been promoting. 

“There are lots of advan¬ 
tages to living in Welland 
and locating a business in 
Welland,” he said. “There 
are pockets of opportunities 
throughout the Niagara region 
and in the Golden Horseshoe, 
and it’s just a matter of help¬ 
ing people see the opportu¬ 
nities, and business will take 
care of the rest.” 
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■ HOLIDAY: No one should be alone on Christmas 


Dinner brings smiles 



MEUSSA MANGELSEN/INPORT NEWS STAFF 

Larry Olm, Mike Feagan and Jack O'Neil were the founding 
members of the Port Colborne Community Christmas Dinner. 


MELISSA MANGELSEN 

InPort News Staff 

No one should be alone on 
Christmas Day. 

That’s why 16 years ago, Jack 
O’Neil, Larry Olm and Mike 
Feagan came together to put on 
Port Colbome’s Christmas Com¬ 
munity Dinner 

“I’ve seen people walk 
through these doors each year 
we’ve had this. It’s really great to 
seethe smiles on people’s facing 
when they enjoy good food and 
company,” said Feagan. “We 
always wish we could get more 
seniors out because we know 
there are a lot of people who are 
sitting at home alone today." 

The meal isn’t just for sen¬ 


iors or young families. It is open 
to the community and for those 
who cannot make it out the 
meals are delivered to people’s 

The event is successful 
because of the support of the 
community, businesses and vol- 

“This really is a commu¬ 
nity event We have local busi¬ 
nesses that provide all the food 
and gifts, volunteers who organ¬ 
ize and make it happen and the 
people who come out and sup¬ 
port it” said Feagan. 

Feagan said that they serve 
about 250 people on Christmas 
Day from the Port Colborne 
High School’s cafeteria. 

“I think more people come 


out each year, young and old, 
and are realizing the dinner is 
not a handout, it is a place to get 
together with friends and com¬ 
munity,” he said. 

For the first eight years of the 
Christmas Community Dinnet 
it was held at the Royal Cana¬ 
dian Legion Branch 56. Dur¬ 
ing its first year about 65 people 
attended. 

“We had to relocate it because 
there was issues with the stairs 
there, and the ease of access for 
people. This is a really great loca¬ 
tion because it has the profes¬ 
sional kitchen and enough seat¬ 
ing for everyone,” Feagan said. 

Feagan got involved with it 
because his wife was a social 
service worker 


“We saw the need for some¬ 
thing like this in the commu¬ 
nity,” he said. The event has 
become a family affair, with his 
son and daughter also volun¬ 
teering their time on Christmas 

“This has just become some¬ 
thing that’s a part of my life. We 
never question if we’re doing it, 
we just do it. We’re all friends 
here and to see the smiles on 
peoples feces is heartwarming. 
This is an event that is special to 
the community and is a nice get- 
together for everyone,” he said. 

melissa.mangelsen@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @TribuneMelissa 


□ FAMILY: Mom makes holiday memorable with a doll house version of a Scholfield Ave. home 

A gift that has lasted a lifetime 


InPort News Staff 

When you don’t have a lot, the 
smallest gesture can make any 
holiday season memorable. 

For Christine Hawker, the gift 
her mother made her more than 
50 years ago not only brought 
joy, but has lasted her a lifetime. 

Many little girls have doll 
houses, even doll castles now, 
but for Hawker a house that her 
mother Pauline Lenk crafted for 
her was more than just a doll 

“She didn’t just make me a 
dollhouse out of grape boxes, 
it was crafted to resemble our 
home on Scholfield Ave. I had 
many fond childhood memo¬ 
ries there and finding this house 
under the tree on Christmas 
morning brought me complete 
joy,” said Hawker 

The house had all the neces¬ 
sities — a living room, kitchen 
bedroom and bathroom 
“The carpets and drapes 
were hand sewn by my mom 
and matched the colour of the 
rooms. The kitchen even had a 
linoleum floor like our house 
did," said Hawker 
“She made it from orange 
crates, just for me. To me this 
house was a big deal. She has 
always given thoughtful gifts, 
and I’m lucky to have gotten 


these gifts from her. There are so 
many memories and every piece 
of her work has a story.” 

The dollhouse, though a bit 
beat up, still goes everywhere 
with Hawker It has travelled the 
U.S. and Canada. 

“I just found out recently that 
she still had this dollhouse,” her 
mom said. “Over the years I 
thought she left it behind some- 

Lenk immigrated from war- 
torn Slovakia to the U.S. She 
sailed to the U.S. on the USS 
Washington to New York City 61 
years ago this week. 

“The war was ugly, but we sur¬ 
vived,” said Lenk. 

After her village was invaded 
by German soldiers, her job 
as a 15-year-old girl was to dig 
ditches to prevent a mountain 
pass from being used by the Ger¬ 
mans to reach the Russian front 

When she moved to the U.S. 
she had very litfie. Eventually, 
she and her husband, Joseph, 
settled in Port Colborne. 

Lenk has a neuromuscular 
disease and finds many things 
difficult to do. 

“I don’t have the mobility in 
my hands that I once had, so it 
limits me to do smaller projects, 
but I still do them,” she said. 

She is a jack of many trades, 
doing woodcarvings, paintings, 
stained glass work, sewing and 



MELISSA MANGELSEN/INPORT NEWS STAFF 

Pauline Lenk and her daughter Christine Hawker with the replica doll house Lenk made more than 50 years ago. The doll house 
is a replica of Hawker's childhood home on Scholfield Ave. in Port Colborne. 

quilting. Haiti and making mattresses out be repaired a magazine or I get a request I 

“It's really hard to believe what ofmilkbagstosendtokids. Lenk continues to do crafts to jump on it," she said, 

she has carved by hand out of a Shedoeswhatshecanaround keep herself busy and it is some- 

simple block of wood,"said her her retirement home in Port thing that has become a passion melissa.mangelsen@sunmedia.ca 

daughter Colborne, helping neighbours for her Twitter: @tribunemelissa 

Lenkhasspenthertimemak- with crafts, painting, sewing and “I have the time to do it now, 

inghats for premature babies in repairing anything that needs to so I do it If I see something in 
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■ourview 

Forgiveness is thine 


PASTOR GARY TOMIUCK 

Wainfleet Congregational Christian Church 

“Hello? Is anyone out there?” 
And “I knowyou’re out there some¬ 
where,” are lyrics from two popular 
songs typifying man's search for life 
beyond Earth. 

Some people long to contact 
alternate beings and look for signs 
of UFO’s. I believe Jesus Christ is the 
highest being who came through 
space and time to be bom as a baby 

Many religions have worshipped 
the sun and the stars. For me, true 
worship can only be found as peo¬ 
ple worship the son of God, who is 
also the bright morning star. 

When seekers, skeptics, and cyn¬ 
ics ask of God “Where are you?," I 
believe God would turn that ques¬ 
tion back to them and ask of lost 
mankind: “Where are you? Where 
are you goings? Where will you be 
when you die?” 

These are timeless questions 
asked of Adam and Eve after they 
sinned against God. Previous to 
that, they had experienced pure 
and unbroken fellowship with 
Godin the Garden of Eden. Fear 
replaced faith and unity was over¬ 
come by separation. Forgive¬ 
ness being granted, relationships 
restored, sin nonetheless resulted 
in a fallen nature for everyone save 
the Lord Jesus. 

God became flesh and dwelt 
among us. (John 1 vs 14). Then 
in Revelation 21 vs 3 "The dwell¬ 
ing place of God is with men” and 
finally “Behold the virgin shall be 
with child and bear a Son and they 
shall call His name Emmanuel 
which is translated “God with us” 
Predicted in Isaiah 7:14 and fulfilled 
in Matthew 1:23. 

His life and work among us 
should lead to praise or magnifica¬ 
tion which is what the Magnificat 
means. Mary sings "My soul glori¬ 
fies the Lord and my spirit rejoices 
in God my saviour” (Luke 1:46-47). 

Might we make those words our 
own and say, “My soul, my spirit, 
every fibre of my being and all that 


is within me bless His holy name.?” 
Is that not similar to what John said 
of the Lord: He must increase and I 
must decrease? 

The wise men rejoiced and 
brought gold, frankincense and 
myrrh (Matthew 2:11). A great com¬ 
pany of the heavenly host with the 
angel praised God saying “Glory to 
God in the highest and peace and 
good will to all men.” (Luke 2:13- 
14). 

The coming of Christ brings both 
blessing and judgement. He has 
brought down rulers from their 
thrones but has lifted up the hum¬ 
ble. (Luke 1:52). The Lord will 
divide the wheat from the chaff and 
the sheep from the goats. When 
He came the first time as the meek 
lamb led to the slaughter, when He 
comes the second time it will be in 
great power and glory as the mighty 
lion of the tribe of Judah. The Lord’s 
judgement has fallen on His son for 
you. If you refuse it, it will fall on 
you. Remember Jesus came down 
from the highest heavens to a lowly 
hamlet — Bethlehem — to a hum¬ 
ble peasant girl Mary. What humil¬ 
ity. Then, to lift you up to the high¬ 
est heavens provided you put your 
faith and trust in Him. Does this 
seem impossible? All things are 
possible with God. 

If you are not a Christian, confess 
your sins and receive the Lord Jesus 
through the empty hands of faith. 
If you are a Christian, resolve to 
pray more faithfully, resolve to be a 
more committed disciple of Christ. 
Resolve to do whatever God calls 
you to do. Resolve to become more 
like Christ with this new year upon 
us. Purpose to study the Bible more 
diligently and to witness to all and 
sundry more passionately. 

God is with us, God is for us, God 
dwells in us and He will never leave 
us or forsake us ever. 

Do not procrastinate, for life is 
fragile and uncertain and we are 
not guaranteed we will see tomor- 

Happy New Year to all. 
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Ice storm? Jan. 31,2002 - now that was an ice storm 


WILLIAM THOMAS 

For The Tribune 

storm disasters remind us of how 
-I—Jreally spoiled we are. 

The weather reports claim we were 
hit by an ice storm last weekend. Not 
here in Niagara, which has been prone 
to freezing rain disaster in the past A 
limb down here, a patch of ice there; no 
that was not an ice storm. Jan. 31,2002 
—yeah, that was an ice storm. 

The recipe far a quick freeze fiasco 
here along the north shore of Lake Erie 
is a simple: sudden grey gales whip 
up the waves, the heavy spray turns to 
sleet soaking every branch and power 
line along a narrow band tracing the 
lake’s shoreline. When everything is 
sufficiently saturated by the shower of 
crashing waves, then the temperature 
drops 15 degrees in as many minutes. 

Presto. A Lake Erie ice storm 
Happening in that order and always in 
the middle of the night, the prescription 
for natural wreckage comes together 
flawlessly and residents are yet again 
reduced to living, hour to hour, by the 
basest of means. Falling limbs take 
down power and phone lines, lights 
die, basements flood, furnaces quit 
and of course, water pumps are out of 
commission. People with generators 
become gods. 

Hours after midnight, Jan. 31,2002, 

I sat in my kitchen drinking coffee with 
my neighbour, John Beck. Taking a 
brief break from bailing water out of 
our basements and stoking fireplaces 
to keep the pipes from freezing, we 
opened the door and watched as 
nature, like a drunk in a domino tour¬ 
nament, smashed and bashed every¬ 
thing in sight 

Without so much as the hum of 
appliances, we sat in perfect silence 
and witnessed this peculiar assault on 

■readers’views 


our immediate environment—ice 
breaking trees, limbs lashing roofs; 
airborne branches smashing our car 
tops and taking down eaves troughs. 
Some dagger-like limbs embedded a 
foot into the ground would surely have 
killed a person unlucky enough to be 
under one. All tbis in pitch back except 
when the sky flashed bright blue from 
the arcing of downed power lines and 
blown transformers somewhere in the 
distance. 

The first sound heard was the loud 
rattle of breaking ice as the tree, bent 
by the wind, snapped back to shake off 
its glassy glaze. Then the sharp crack of 
limb, wrenched from the tree trunk was 
followed by an eerie wind noise as it 
was propeiled to the ground. John and 
I sat silently side by side, by this time, 
nursing brandies and assessing our 
situation by noise alone. 

Aloud, low thud meant a tree or 
branch had found a target 

“My car?” I said. 

“Tbo far away,” said John. “Probably 
my van?” 

Then flying wood and ice send back 
the sound of crashing metal and glass. 

“Thatwasahouse!” 

“Probably Nelson’s place.” 

For every man-made disaster there’s 
an antidote, but only nature can render 
people perfectly helpless until that 
mother’s work is done. Then it was back 
to work—bailing buckets of water from 
a rising tide in the basement, hauling 
in more wood to maintain the fireplace 
as a furnace, warming my hands over 
two gas burners on the stove, replacing 
spent candles; winding up a crank radio 
for any news of relief 

Doze, bail, stoke, check the news — 
36 hours without everything; everything 
that is normally at our fingertips as soon 
as we wake in die morning. 

We are so spoiled, so soft, so con¬ 


trolled by convenience and completely 
confused by its absence. A hundred 
times I descended into ablack base¬ 
ment and each time I automatically 
flipped the light switch on. At one point 


logs, I decided to wash a sink full of 
dishes. So I collected a bucket of rain¬ 
water and snow, melted it on the hearth 
by the fire and then poured it into the 
electric kettle. And then, proud of my 
resourcefulness I stared at the kettle 
for a very long time until something at 
the back of my sleep-deprived brain 
screamed, The power s out, you do it!” 

As dawn breaks on the second day, 
I’m shivering at the stove, my feet are 
soaked, my back creaks, the gas and 
lack of sleep have given me a dull 
headache and the waves are crashing 
intomybreakwall, spewing large rocks 
up and over the lawn, and in the midst 
of all this... the dog wants to go out and 
play. He’s got that smile that says, “Didja 
see all the sticks out there, Bill?” Yeah, 
the single benefit of a destructive ice 
storm is unlimited sticks for the game 
of fetch 

Fortunately the telephone lines did 
not go out, allowing me to have a criti¬ 
cal conversation with a telemarketer 
at TimeLife Music in Richmond, 

Va., wanting to send me Singers 
and Songwriters of the ’70’s with no 
obligation. 

Things got so bad that on Saturday, 
Feb. 2, the groundhog crawled out of a 
hole in my neighbourhood... wearing a 
crash helmet. Unable to see his shadow 
for all the broken limbs and toppled 
trees, he threw himself onto a power 
line and ended it right there; 02/02/02 
was simply oh too much 

For comments, ideas and copies of The True 
Story of Wainfleet, visit www.williamthomas.ca. 


HARD GETTING AROUND 

Several weeks ago we headed into 
Welland knowing the East Main tunnel 
was closed because of a construction 
accident. We detoured to the Town¬ 
line Tunnel, but there we were delayed 
by construction and long lines of traf¬ 
fic which were alternately allowed 
through. The only two routes into East 
Welland were obstructed at the same 
time. Daily users remember tunnel 
closures or lane restrictions — flood¬ 
ing, accidents, weather, maintenance, 
emergency repairs, electrical upgrades, 
prolonged concrete repairs on what 
was then a relatively new tunnel, to 
name a few. Now, the 406 is channelled 
through that passage which was not 
designed for that kind of traffic. How¬ 
ever, there are no plans at present to 
extend the highway to Port Colbome 


according to the MTO. That same 
MTO backs a mid-peninsula high¬ 
way whose traffic would also be fun¬ 
nelled through the tunnel. Hwy. 406 
was begun before the excavation of the 
bypass canal, which opened in 1972. It 
took 50 years for that roadway to reach 
its present terminus at the roundabout 
The Main St tunnel is the most direct 
route to the proposed and controver¬ 
sial south Niagara hospital. The issue is 
not so straightforward and must not be 
about partisan politics. It’s about health 
services. Kevin Smith made his recom¬ 
mendation with advice from experts, 
including those in geography, trans¬ 
portation and health delivery. Did they 
get it right? The escarpment does divide 
Niagara into north and south. How¬ 
ever, the man-made geography with 
its canal, tunnels, lift bridges, the QEW 


and population distribution realistically 
divides Niagara into north, east and 
south. Lift bridges and tunnels are not 
always available, which means they’re 
not reliable and detours and delays are 
potentially fatal for patients in the back 
of an ambulance. The south Niagara 
hospital should be located west of the 
Welland Canal and its tunnels and lift 
bridges. 

ERIC DI PIETRO 
WELLAND 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

We, Canadians, have used this greet¬ 
ing for centuries. If some people don’t 
like the wording, they're free to move 
on. Merry Christmas and happy new 
year 

HANKBANGILD 

PORTCOLBORNE 
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□ HEALTH CARE: Expectant parents find midwives a good option 


The birthing centre debate 


ALLAN BENNER 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Niagara Falls resident Brenda 
Cottage opted for the help of 
a midwife when she became 
pregnant with her daughter 
Julia Grace. 

Although an obstetrician was 
there for her throughout her 
first pregnancy a fewyears ago, 
she wanted to try something 
different 

She researched midwives 
to learn as much about the 
health-care professionals as she 
could, and then visited Mylene 
Shields from Welland-based 
Sages-femmes Renaissance 
Midwifery. 

There’s no doubt that obste¬ 
tricians offer a vast amount of 
medical knowledge and exper¬ 
tise, but Cottage said the mid¬ 
wives provide a personal touch 
that she found comforting. 

“They’re much more in 
depth to what your feelings are,” 
she explained. 

About a month ago, Cottage 
gave birth to Julia Grace at the 
new St. Catharines hospital 
with medical specialists nearby 
if needed. But having the mid¬ 
wife there taking care other 


made it “a much better experi¬ 
ence,” she said. 

Considering the service that 
midwives provide, Cottage said 
they aren’t as widely used as 
they should be — at least not in 
Niagara. 

That’s something Dr. Karl 
Stobbe hopes to change. 

Stobbe, regional assistant 
dean from the Michael G. DeG- 
roote School of Medicine, is 
working with a team of physi¬ 
cians and medical specialists, 
including midwives, to pro¬ 
vide a new service for Niagara 
women. 

“I’m trying to work on a 
number of different aspects of 
primary care and the interac¬ 
tion between different kinds of 
health-care providers,” Stobbe 
said in an interview Wednes¬ 
day. “We need to look at the 
whole health-care system a bit 
differently.” 

In addition to midwives and 
obstetricians, he said family 
physicians have a role to play, 

Although few family physi¬ 
cians deliver babies in Niagara, 
he said it’s still a common prac¬ 
tice in other parts of the country. 
While obstetricians are “hugely 


valuable and absolutely neces¬ 
sary for the safe management 
overall,” Stobbe said the level 
of expertise they offer is not 
needed for most births. 

“They're trained to deal with 
problem pregnancies,” he said. 
"I think what we need is more 
access for women to deliver in 
a low-risk setting.... We think 
there’s a gap in Niagara.” 

Stobbe said he’s been work¬ 
ing with a broad group of fam¬ 
ily doctors, midwives as well as 
Niagara Health System obste¬ 
tricians to develop an alter¬ 
nate model of care for Niagara 
women. 

“What we want to do is put 
together a team of family doc¬ 
tors, midwives, nurse practi¬ 
tioners and other professionals, 
and possibly social workers and 
dietitians that can help with 
women who have socials needs 
and others issues,” he said. 

“Wherever you live, ifyou’re 
a woman, you could register to 
get your care provided by this 
group and they will manage 
the pregnancy, delivery and the 
first two weeks afterwards." 

Stobbe said the team 
has already made a pro¬ 
posal to the Ministry of 


Health in the hope of receiv¬ 
ing funding for the project. 
Although the project would 
be located close to the St. 
Catharines obstetrics depart¬ 
ment, he said community clin¬ 
ics could be held on a regular 
basis in Welland and Niagara 
Falls. In the years to come, he 
said, clinics could be held in 
other Niagara communities. 

Meanwhile, a recommenda¬ 
tion to establish a free-stand¬ 
ing birthing centre in Niagara 
— included in the September 
2012 report by NHS supervi¬ 
sor Kevin Smith — has gar¬ 
nered some support as a way to 
enhance care for moms-to-be. 
It’s an idea that has found sup¬ 
port among the midwives who 
would operate the facility. 

Midwife Anne Woodhouse 
said developing a birthing cen¬ 
tre in Niagara would be very 
welcome. 

A birthing centre, she added, 
would “take some of the stress 
off the St. Catharines site, for 

And Welland city councillor 
Frank Campion, for instance, 
has been promoting the idea 
of transforming the now empty 
obstetrics department at the 


Welland hospital into a birth¬ 
ing centre. 

Campion, who repre¬ 
sents Ward 2 and leads the 
city’s health-care committee, 
said the Ontario government 
announced support a year ago 
for establishing new birthing 
centres throughout the prov¬ 
ince. But that support has so far 
been limited to larger centres 
such as Ottawa and Toronto. 

And the “concept of having 
a standalone birthing centre 
is at the moment sort of up in 
the air” in Welland, Campion 
added. 

In an e-mail, Health Ministry 
spokesman David Jensen said it 
will be more than a year before 
a new birthing centre is even 
considered in Niagara. 

“The Ottawa Birth and Well¬ 
ness Centre is expected to 
open at the end of December. 
The Toronto Birth Centre is 
expected to open in early 2014,” 
Jensen said. “These two site are 
part of a demonstration project 
and will be evaluated after one 
year of operations. The results 
of this evaluation will help to 
determine the feasibility of any 
future birth centres.” 

Stobbe isn’t convinced that 


a birthing centre is worth pur- 

"In my own heart, I’m strug¬ 
gling with whether or not a 
birthing centre is a solution for 
any of the access issues for Nia¬ 
gara,” he said. "I understand 
why there are birthing centres 
in Ottawa and Toronto, but I 
really think that we’ve maybe 
been barking up the wrong 

He said the project his team 
is proposing is a better solu- 

“This may be a way for Nia¬ 
gara to lead the way in design¬ 
ing a better health-care sys¬ 
tem,” Stobbe said. "What we’re 
proposing between family doc¬ 
tors, midwives and obstetri¬ 
cians doesn’t exist anywhere in 

allan.benner@sunmedia.ca 
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□ TRAVEL: Meghan Lavoie spends two months working at orphanages in Nepal and Vietnam 

Journey of a lifetime for Welland woman 



Meghan Lavoie of Welland spent three months abroad volunteering her time at orphanages. 


MELISSA MANGELSEN 

InPort New Staff 

For 20-year-old Meghan Lavoie, 
the post-school travel bug was 
something she couldn’t ignore. 

“It was something that I felt I 
had to do. I’ve wanted to travel for 
as long as I could remember, but I 
wasn't allowed to travel alone until 
after college,” the Welland woman 
said. 

Lavoie decided to experience a 
part of the world in the most unique 
ways she was able to. 

She was abroad for three months. 
The first month she spent touring 
and the second and third month she 
volunteered teaching English at an 
orphanage in Nepal and Vietnam. 

“You come back and you’re 
changed forever. You’re a better per¬ 
son,” she said describing her trip as 
a journey of a lifetime, with a pur- 

She was with Hope and Home in 
Nepal, where she worked with chil¬ 
dren and integrated with the com¬ 
munity. 

“It’s a lot different there, I spent 
two weeks in the village. It’s a small 
community and everyone knows 
you. Those kids steal your heart,” 
she said. 

In Nepal, there were 36 kids in the 
orphanage ranging from two years 
old to 17. 

“That is their home, they’re 


there because their family was too 
poor to care for them, some were 
abandoned and some are actual 
orphans,” she said. 

In Vietnam, she volunteered with 

orphanage with about 60 children. 

“Most of them are abandoned. It’s 
common in Vietnam for women to 
come to the cities to try and make 
money. Unfortunately, it is by pros¬ 
titution. Some of them get preg¬ 
nant from prostituting but some are 
raped. They go to the orphanage and 
have the baby and leave because 
if they go back to the village with a 
baby, they won’t be accepted,” she 

Lavoie returned to Canada last 
week and is still trying to adapt to 
life at home. When you have a life¬ 
changing experience abroad and 
see how others live, it puts life into 
perspective, she said. 

“I’m so grateful for my bed and for 
a hot shower. I’m grateful for where 
I was born, but I feel like I don’t 
deserve it. People here stress over 
what seems so silly,” she said. “Peo¬ 
ple were happier in Nepal and Viet¬ 
nam. They made do with what they 
had and didn’t complain. They see 
life completely differently and with 
a different outlook. People are mis¬ 
erable here.” 

During her three-month trip, she 
developed friendships with peo¬ 


ple from around the world, and has 
made a connection with the kids at 
the orphanages. 

“As soon as I can afford it, I want 
to go back. I want to take my friends 
to see these places and do more vol¬ 
unteering. I also want to go back 
to the orphanages and see the kids 
again.” 

She said the trip feels like a 


“I’m still in shock and in awe 
about how life is there,” she said. 

Her trip ended with an election in 
Nepal, which is new for the country. 

"Elections can cause a lot of tur¬ 
moil in some places, but I didn’t feel 
like my safety was ever in jeopardy," 
she said. “The day I left there was a 
transportation strike and I had to 


get a ride on a motorcycle to get to 
the airport." 

Her advice to others who have the 
travel bug is to just go. Her month 
touring she signed up with G Adven¬ 
tures to sail Greece on a 15-metre 
exclusive yacht. 
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With life insurance, 
the benefits live on. 



220 Main Street West 
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estate Farm 


Police dispel ‘urban legend’ 


Don’t be fooled into thinking police 
are on the way if you are being robbed 
at a bank machine and you punch in 
your PIN number backwards, warn 
Niagara Regional Police. 

“It’s an urban legend. It’s not true," 
said Const. Derek Watson, responding 
to a posting that has been circulating 
on Facebook and other social media. 

Watson noted on the NRP’s 
Facebook page that social media 
is a great tool to share information, 
however, there is no filter to ensure 


the information is correct. 

The posting has been telling people 
that "if you should ever be forced by 
a robber to withdraw money from an 
ATM machine, you can notify police 
by entering your PIN # in reverse. For 
example, if your PIN number is 1234, 
then you would put in 4321. The ATM 
system recognized that your PIN 
number is backwards from the ATM 
card you placed in the machine. The 
machine will still give you the money 
you requested, but unknown to the 


robber, the police will be immediately 
dispatched to the location. All ATM’s 
cany this emergency sequence by 
law.” 

Don’t believe any of that, said 
Watson. 

“If you put in your PIN number 
backwards, you will just get prompted 
to try again because it’s the wrong 
PIN number. It’s just one of those 
things that has been getting a lot of 
attention, but the information is not 
correct," he said. 
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■ A YEAR OF QUOTES 

That’s what they said in 2013 


KARENA WALTER 

QMI Agency Niagara 

In the news biz, we love 
quotes. 

They make a story come alive. 
They can sum up a victory, a 
shock, a tragedy, a bizarre or 
even a humorous event in a truly 
unique way. 

With that in mind, we present 
some of our favourite news 
quotes from 2013. 

“It was chaos. Itwas an all-out 

— Toronto Mayor Rob Ford 
on an Ontario Varsity Football 
League championship fight at St 
Catharines KIwanis Field that he 
helpedbreakupAug 17. 

'They are not rallies, they are 
not sports events, they are not 
brouhahas. They are council 
meetings.” 

— West Lincoln Mayor Doug 
Joyner on Jan. 23, saying his 
township needs to do abetterjob 
of making sure decorum is kept 
mmeeangs. 


“Pow! It scared the (crap) out 
of us. Within 10 seconds—bang! 
The next one goes off, and I'm 
right in the middle of it” 

—Niagara Falls resident Les 
Potapczyk on April 15, after 
working security for the Boston 
Marathon. 

“There’s a lot of shock right 
now. I'm kind of feeling sick 
about how someone can com¬ 
pletely disregard human life and 
take advantage of an event like 
the Boston Marathon.” 

— St. Catharines resident 
Frank Pearson, two and a half 
hours after competingin theBos- 
tonMarathonon April 15. 

"You really feel like you’re in 
a quiet world of heaven. But it 
doesn’t last long.” 

— Everett Smith, a St. 
Catharines resident who served 

in the elite 1st Canadian Para¬ 
chute Battalion, speaking on 
Aug 27. 

“There was a woman stand¬ 
ing next to me at the counter, 
and she looked at the printout 
the retailer had given me and 
said, 'That's not $15,000 that's 
$15 million!" 

—Retired GM worker Stanley 
Czaplicki on Jan. 3, explaining 
that he scanned his Lotto 6/49 
ticketin January thinkinghe won 
$15,500. 

"I’ve got grown men crying 
here.” 


— Paula Haynes, who was 
hosting a gathering after her fire¬ 
fighter husband Larry's funeral 
Jan. 21. Lincoln'sfire stationNo. 4 
lost three members between Sep- 
tember 2012 and January 2013. 

“We’re looking for the brass 
ring. We’re looking for the big 

— Planetary scientist Phil 
McCausland of the University of 
Western Ontario in February on 
the belief there is a chunk ofmete¬ 
orite in Grimsby the size of a cof- 
Jeecup. 


“At the last minute my wife 
and I bailed out. Ten seconds 
later, the car was crushed.” 

— Ernie Duff a retired former 
St. Catharines resident now liv¬ 
ing in Florida, on July 22, when 
the counterweight of the Lock 1 
bridge came down. 

“They all got washed away.” 

—St Catharines resident Mar¬ 
ilyn Arroza speaking on Nov. 16 
about losing 14 family members, 
indudingher mother, to Typhoon 
HaiyaninthePhiUppinesonNou 


“I am pleased to report there 
is nothing to report” 

—NiagaraHealthSystemchief 
planning officer Gloria Kain after 
222 patients were transferred 
in six hours from St Catharines 
General Hospital to the new hos¬ 
pital site March 24 without a 
problem. 

“This is a time for great doubt 
and great faith. They are often 
tied closely together!’ 

—Pastor Jim Dekker of Cove¬ 
nant Christian Reformed Church 
inSt Catharines May 15 before a 
prayer vigil for homicide victim 
TimBosma. 


"We’re survivors. We’re tough 
old birds.” 

— Joyce Fleeton, 75, of St. 
Catharines speaking about the 
tour bus she and husband Ken 
were in when it overturned on 
Feb. 23 in the mountains of Mex¬ 
ico, seriously injuring 18 people. 

“The core of being Canadian 
is that we take pride in what 
we do. To display that Made in 
Canada label and know that it’s 
respected worldwide — that’s 
why I’m proud to be Canadian." 

— Wes Wiens, of Wiens Fam¬ 
ily Farms in Niagara-on-the- 
Lake, who was crowned the 2013 
GrapeKingonSept 17. 


“This, in a community where 
previously the highest structure 
had been a triple-scoop cone of 

— Judge Joseph Quinn on 
the controversy over a 17-storey 
tower inPort DalhousieinaDec 
11 election expenses decision. 

“Playing the ukulele is like 
having pizza and beer. You can’t 
have it and not smile.” 

—Alan Ash, a member of The 
Ukesters, a group of ukulele-lov¬ 
ing folk who gather weekly in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake to jam on 
their ukuleles, in July. 

“There’s no satisfaction in 
(the) outcome. It’s a tragedy 
for Ryan Russell’s family, it’s a 
tragedy for this city and for the 
Toronto Police Service. But I 
think it’s also a tragedy for Mr. 
Kachkar And the system has 
dealt with it in the best way it was 
able.” 

— Toronto Police Chief Bill 
Blair on March 27 after a jury 
ruled St. Catharines resident 


naHyresponsibIe"Jbrstrikingand 
killing Toronto Sgt. Ryan Russell 
with a snowplow m2011. 



“Men and women come up 
to me. People yell out their win¬ 
dows to me when I’m walking 
down the street. It happens all 
the time. But I'm not the mayor 
I’m not Mayor Ford.” 

—Fonthill resident, Toronto 
mayor look-alike and retired 
factory worker Barry Neelin in 
November at the height of the 
Rob Ford scandal 


“Daddy bad.” 

— The last words Laura-Lynn 
Jackson says she heard from her 
two-year-old son Timothy, who 
was murdered in St Catharines 
nearfyl7yearsagaHiskillerWil- 
ham Paul Dunn was let out of jail 
for thefirst time without an escort 
inAprtt. 


“It felt amazing.” 

“Ihiswasviolenceforthesake —Niagara Falls'Nick Roma 
of violence.” after walking a quarter mile in 

—Judge Peter Wilkie on April only 10 minutes with prosthetics 
18 in sentencing 22-year-old on Aug. 10, ayear after losinghis 
Michael Shellard to four years hands andjeet to amputation, 
in jailfor aggravated assaultfor 
beating a stranger in the head on 
Clifton Hill in 2011 because he 
didn’tlikehishaiTcut 
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Robbery 


WELLAND - The names of Niagara Regional Police, 
two people arrested following Robert Osborn, 19, and 
an armed robbery of the Mac's Brandon Porter, 21, of no 
Convenience Store at Thorold fixed abode, have each been 
Rd. and Prince Charles Dr. charged with robbery, using 
Friday have been released by a firearm in the commission 


of an indictable offence, point careless storage of a firearm 


firearm and unauthorized 
possession of a firearm. 

Osborn is also charged 
with discharge of a firearm, 


and breach of probation. 

Two men entered the Mac's 
store at about 2:10 a.m. 
Friday. One of the men was 


possession of stolen property, armed with a handgun and the 






FULLY COOKED 
BEEF POT ROAST 



8 GREAT MEAL IDEAS 


• Cheese & Spinach Cannelloni • Lasagna • Chicken Lasagna, 

• Vegetable Lasagna • Shepherd’s Pie • *“- J - * 

907 g/2 lb 



210 Glendale Ave. 905-682-3121 
353 Lake St 905-646-8812 
100 Fourth Ave. 905-682-6328 


6225 Thorold Stone Rd. 905-354-0186 
20 Hwy 20 E. 905-892-4765 
30 Rice Rd. 905-735-6819 


second had a shotgun as they 
approached the 24-year-old 
man who was working at the 
time. The shotgun was fired 
into the ceiling of the store. 

The men fled with an 
undisclosed amount of money 
and lottery tickets, running 
to a red four-door car parked 
to the south of the store. The 
suspects wi 


the day. 

Police recovered a stolen 
shotgun, and a quantity of cash 
and lottery tickets stolen from 

A bystander, whose name 
has not been released by 
police, pursued the suspects 
and tackled one of them. Police 
are recommending him for a 



IT’S GREATER! WE’RE OPEN LATER! Check our website for individual store hours. 
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DATEB00K 


JANUARY 3 


to 3 p.m„ 3 East Main St., 
Welland. Call 905-788-3751 to 
reserve your spot. 


JANUARY7 


SMART SERVE 


session at Employment 
Solutions, 9 a.m. to noon, 3 
East Main St., Welland. Call 
905-788-3751 to reserve your 
spot. 

imSTM 

WELLAND CAMERA CLUB 

welcomes Scott Simons 
from Niagara Falls presenting 
“Early Morning Close Up 
Photography" at Wesley 
United Church, 244 First 
Ave.N., Welland, at 7:30 p.m. 
Guests are always welcome. 
For further information visit 
www.wellandcameraclub.com. 

»M 

WHMIS TRAINING 


at Employment Solutions, 9 
a.m. to noon, 3 East Main St„ 
Welland. Call 905-788-3751 to 
reserve your spot. 

PROSTATE CANCER 


Support Group meets at 7 
p.m. at the Canadian Cancer 


Society office, 45 Hannover 
Dr„ St. Catharines. Cancer 
information plus discussions. 
Men and women welcome. For 
more information call 905- 
934-1685. 


JANUARY 11 


UKRAINIAN NEW YEAR’S 


"Malanka” celebration at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Centre, 
6:30 p.m. to la.m. Dinner/ 
dance featuring the Nutones. 
Tickets are $40 each. Call 
Myron at 905-892-4336. 


Society meets at 7 p.m. at 
Portal Village Retirement 
Home. Local traveller/ 
photographer Roily Meisel will 
speak about the Appalachian 
History Highway. All welcome. 
For more information call 
905-834-4143. 


session at Employment 
Solutions, 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and at the same hours on Jan. 
14 3 East Main St., Welland. 

Call 905-788-3751 to reserve. 

wmmm 

FIRST AID, CPR.AED 

at Employment Solutions, 
also on Jan. 16,9 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m., 3 East Main St„ Welland. 


Call 905-788-3751 to reserve 
your spot. 


JANUARY 19 


WELLAND FAIR AGM 

Niagara Regional Agricultural 
Society annual general 
meeting is at Holy Trinity 
Anglican Church, 77 Division 
St., Welland (market square 
entrance), starting at 2 
p.m. Award ceremony to 
follow at 3 p.m. with light 
refreshments.chowder with 
barbecued chicken and 
Scottish leek and potato 
soups (Niagara College 
Canadian Food and Wine 
Institute) and chocolate 
chili (Lakeshore Catholic). 
Tickets are available at St. 
Kevin's parish office Monday 
through Friday; before and 
after weekend Masses; or call 
ticket convener Mim Gibbons, 
905-734-8486. Tickets are 
$10 each, seatings are 11 a.m., 


ONGOING 


VOLUNTEER DRIVERS 


needed by Community 
Support Services of Niagara, 
within and outside the region. 
Volunteers are reimbursed 
mileage and hours are flexible 
(between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday to Friday). Call Laura 
Dumas at 905-788-3181 ext. 
27 or e-mail ldumas@cssn.ca 
for more program details. You 
can also visit www.cssn.ca. 


STITCH IT 


at Port Colborne Library on 
Mondays 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Do 
you sew, crochet, quilt, knit 
or more? Bring your work-in- 
progress for a couple of hours 
of stitching and conversation. 
Cost is $1 per week. Call the 
library at 905-834-6512 for 


more information. 

THERAPY TAILS 


is at Port Colborne Library 
Mondays 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Children are invited to drop by 
and tell a tale or two to a Therapy 
Tails dog. 


COUPON CLUB 


Thrifty Living Social Club & 
Coupon Swap takes place the 
last Monday of the month at Port 
Colborne Library, 310 King St., 
at 6 p.m. Free for all adults.Bring 
your tradeable coupons, enjoy 
some refreshments and social 
time. Chances to win free prizes. 


12 beers on tap featuring 


IGGY’S local craft breweries 


:h all the leafs games including 
LEAFS TV 

it 70” Tv’s. Daily food specials. 



on Twitter @iggyspub for up to date 
draft selections and daily food specials. 


905-892-6667 

115 Hwy 20 east Fonthill. LOS 1 MO. 



Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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j C Computers 

Where traditional customer service 
meets modern technology" 


SERVICE | UPGRADES | REPAIRS | USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


0 Kent St. Port Colborne ; graham@scccomputers.com 

905 - 834-6333 
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classified extraxa 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Online: inportnews.classifiedextra.ca Email: placeit@dassifiedextra.ca 




Beat the 
temptation. 
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